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Ways  
to  
Give
There are many 

ways to support 

the amazing work 

that happens every 

day at the Royal 

Alex family of 

hospitals. No gift 

is too small, and 

every contribution 

means so much 

to the patients 

and staff that they 

support. 

In Memory 
— A Gift of 
Remembrance

It can be difficult to find 

a fitting condolence gift 

for someone who has 

experienced the loss  

of a loved one. 

A memorial donation 

to the Royal Alexandra 

Hospital or one of its 

centres of medical 

excellence can offer 

a fitting tribute to the 

person who so deeply 

touched your life or  

the life of someone  

you know.

Become a 
Lifesaver — 
Monthly Giving 
Made Easy 

Setting up a regular 

monthly donation is an 

affordable, thoughtful, 

and easy way to make a 

difference.

A small monthly 

donation automatically 

debited from your credit 

card or bank account 

can quickly add up to a 

larger gift.

Every donor makes a 

difference - even by 

donating a dollar a day!

Our Legacy 
Builders — 
Bequests and 
Planned Gifts 

By making a bequest 

in your Will, you have 

the opportunity to build 

a legacy. A bequest in 

support of healthcare 

can benefit thousands 

of lives by supporting 

compassionate, 

innovative, patient care 

at the Royal Alexandra 

Hospital or one of its 

centre of excellence.

Amazing at the 
Alex — Honour 
an Amazing  
Staff Member

Honour someone who 

made a meaningful 

difference in your life 

while at the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

through an amazing  

at the Alex donation!

Maybe it was a  

caregiver such as a 

physician or nurse. 

Perhaps it was one 

of our cheerful and 

helpful support staff in 

housekeeping or patient 

transport. Maybe it  

was someone who  

took the time to help 

you find your way on 

the campus.

When patients or 

their family members 

recognize outstanding 

care through a donation 

back to our hospital, it  

is incredibly motivating  

to all of us.

Partnerships 
that Benefit 
Everyone

The Royal Alexandra 

Hospital Foundation 

has always benefited 

from strong support 

from corporate donors. 

Whether companies are 

interested in making 

a significant gift to 

support our causes, to 

involve their employees 

in charitable giving, 

or to encourage their 

customers to donate  

to the Foundation, we 

offer a wide range of 

giving opportunities.

Special Occasion 
Giving — 
Celebrate by 
Supporting 
Healthcare

Presence instead of 

presents; a wonderful 

way to honour  

someone special.

Make a donation to 

honour someone who 

is celebrating a special 

occasion, such as a 

wedding anniversary  

or birthday. You will 

receive a tax receipt for 

your generous gift, and 

we will send a card with 

your special message  

to the person(s)  

being honoured.

Host a 
Fundraising 
Event

Host your own event 

to support the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital, 

Lois Hole Hospital for 

Women, CK Hui Heart 

Centre or Eye Institute 

of Alberta.

No event is too small 

to make a difference! 

Donate a portion of your 

retail store sales, hold 

a bake sale, a car wash 

or organize a walk for 

one of our meaningful 

causes, the possibilities 

are endless and the 

impact will be great.

Lois Hole 
Hospital 
Women’s 
Society 

If you are interested 

in contributing more 

than just a financial 

contribution we 

welcome you to explore 

the opportunity to 

join our network of 

activated women who 

are passionate about 

this special place of 

hope and healing, and 

who are motivated 

to influence, inspire, 

and impact the future 

of women’s health 

advances in our city and 

provinces. Deeply touch 

your life o the life of 

someone you know.

Employee 
Giving — Your 
Hospital, Your 
Support 

As a Royal Alexandra 

Hospital staff member, 

your commitment to 

this hospital and this 

community makes it a 

place people believe in.

Why not join the 

thousands of 

community-minded 

employees who give 

regularly to the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital?

Royal Alexandra  
Hospital Foundation  

Impact Report 2018/2019

People and organizations from across Alberta have important connections to the Royal Alexandra 

Hospital and its centres of healthcare excellence. And, it is through these connections that 

passionate community support is built allowing our team of healthcare professionals to transform 

and save lives.

Some are connected through new initiatives, such as the creation of the Lois Hole Hospital 

Women’s Society, some have been donors to our foundation for many years, some are staff,  

some patients, and others are affiliated through their place of business. 

Though each connection is unique, they all have one thing in common; impact!

The Impact Report is our annual publication where we share stories of the incredible generosity 

we see, and celebrate the difference supporters have made in the past year. 

On behalf of the Royal Alexandra Hospital and the patients it serves, we sincerely thank everyone 

for the support they have shown, and indeed, look forward to what we can accomplish  

together in the future.

Sincerely, 

Andrew Otway  
President and CEO 

Royal Alexandra Hospital Foundation

ROYALALEX.ORG  |  RAHFhonourroll.com

One Society, 
Endless Impact
One of the most difficult 

things surgeons have 

to do in a day is to tell a 

woman she has cancer.

Annually more than 1,000 

patients at the Lois Hole 

Hospital for Women are 

diagnosed with some 

form of gynecological 

cancer. Patients who 

can take comfort in 

knowing one of the latest 

innovations in care is 

now available thanks to 

the women and men of 

the Lois Hole Hospital 

Women’s Society. 

The Fluorescence 

Imaging Upgrade to the 

da Vinci Surgical Robot, 

also known as Firefly, 

has been fully funded by 

the Society and is now 

allowing for state-of-the-

art gynecological cancer 

surgeries to take place.

Technology plays a vital 

role in cancer surgery 

and patient outcomes 

are shaped by innovation, 

new techniques and 

cutting-edge procedures,” 

said Dr. Valerie Capstick, 

gynecologic oncology 

surgeon at the Lois Hole 

Hospital for Women. “The 

da Vinci robot with the 

Fluorescence Imaging 

Upgrade is used to treat 

women with cancers of 

the cervix, uterus and 

endometrium, and really 

transforms the way our 

surgical team is able to 

see and therefore treat 

gynecological cancers.”

The group’s first 

successful fundraising 

campaign is proof-

positive that they are 

making a profound 

difference in the lives of 

women across Alberta 

and beyond. Since its 

inception, less than two 

short years ago, they 

have successfully raised 

more than $450,000.

Thank you so much to 

each and every supporter 

of the Lois Hole Hospital 

Women’s Society. You are 

truly making a difference 

for women of all ages  

and in all stages of life.

Guests and staff of Yu Fashion celebrate 

the bi-annual Yu Fashion sale in support of 

the Lois Hole Hospital Women’s Society.

Julie Dewinetz-Traff (right), 

wife of the late Dr. Terrance 

Traff, along with family and 

friends, were among honoured 

guests celebrating the purchase 

and installation of the Firefly 

Fluorescence Imaging technology 

that now enhances the da Vinci 

robotic surgical system at Lois 

Hole Hospital for Women. A 

fund established in honour of 

the much-loved obstetrician-

gynecologist after his death in 

2007 contributed to the success 

of the Firefly campaign.

Lois Hole Hospital Women's Society Founding Members and  

Co-Chairs Krista Ference and Melanie Nakatsui, join Royal 

Alexandra Hospital Foundation President and CEO,  

Andrew Otway and Board Chair Brian Tod at the unveiling  

of the Lois Hole Hospital Women's Society donor wall. 

The group’s effort to support the  

Lois Hole Hospital for Women  

has a bright future ahead of it.

Many more initiatives are in the works to raise 

important funds and awareness for this centre 

of women’s health excellence, and the group is 

always looking for more supporters to join.

By becoming part of the Lois Hole Hospital 

Women’s Society, you will have access to  

an insider’s perspective of the hospital,  

the opportunity to attend Wellness Lecture 

Series events focused on a variety of women’s 

health topics, and support to host your own 

charitable events with access to health care 

leaders from the Lois Hole Hospital for  

Women for presentations.

Join the Lois 
Hole Hospital 
Women’s 
Society Today!

Join today at  
lhhwomenssociety.com

Olivia Butti (centre), Founding Member of the Lois Hole Hospital 

Women’s Society enjoying the Society’s one year celebration.

Founding Members, and Lois Hole Hospital Women’s Society 

Co-Chairs Melanie Nakatsui and Krista Ference (third and 

second from the right), enjoying the newly installed  

Lois Hole Hospital Women’s Society donor wall. 

Krista Ference (left) and 

Melanie Nakatsui, Co-Chairs,  

Lois Hole Hospital Woman’s Society

Phyllis Arnold, Major Gift Donor, 

Lois Hole Hospital Women’s Society 
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Moving Forward  
to Give Back 
In the spring of 2018, 

Dianne McMurray, 

director of the 

Diagnostic Imaging 

department at the 

Royal Alexandra 

Hospital, shared the 

story of her mom’s 

two-month agonizing 

wait for a PET/CT 

scan to identify a 

suspicious spot  

found on her lung.

“After losing my 

mom telling her story 

was not easy, but 

I knew she would 

want me to share 

if it would inspire 

others to give. 

Especially if she 

knew that through 

the generosity 

of dedicated 

supporters, future 

patients would 

receive their PET/CT 

scans sooner,” said 

McMurray.

“I am amazed by 

the generosity of 

donors to the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

Foundation. As 

an employee of 

the hospital, I was 

honoured to share 

her story. It was 

just one small way 

I could support the 

incredible work the 

foundation does 

for our hospital 

and the hundreds 

of thousands of 

patients who rely  

on it annually.”

Thank you, Dianne, 

for sharing your 

mom’s story and 

inspiring so many  

to give.

The Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

Foundation is proud 

to announce that 

the PET/CT is fully 

funded thanks to the 

support of donors. 

We are expecting 

that its purchase and 

installation will take 

place in 2019.

I am amazed by  
the generosity of  
donors to the  
Royal Alexandra 
Hospital Foundation. 

Giving 
Outside 
the Box
Anne Fry is an 

Edmonton area 

realtor who has 

been a friend and 

donor to the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

Foundation and 

the Lois Hole 

Hospital for Women 

for many years. 

Recently Anne 

chose to show  

her support in  

a new way.

After a discussion 

with her financial 

advisor, Anne chose 

to donate a life 

insurance policy 

to the foundation. 

In return, the 

foundation issued 

her a tax receipt 

for the cash value 

strong, caring and 

specialized hospital. 

It continues to 

grow, with so 

many important 

programs, and I am 

privileged to play 

a small part in that 

growth,” said Fry.

Thank you,  

Anne. It is through 

community support 

like yours that we 

are able to improve 

the health of all 

Albertans.

Room  
to Give
This past December 

Kingsway Mall 

kicked-off a mall-

wide campaign 

to raise important 

funds for its 

community 

neighbour, the Lois 

Hole Hospital for 

Women.

Working with a 

committed group 

of supporters, Mall 

staff were able 

of the policy and 

tax credits for her 

annual monthly 

premiums, as long 

as she continues 

to maintain her 

payments. Once 

the policy matures, 

the foundation 

will receive the 

full amount of the 

policy and Anne 

will have reduced 

her annual taxable 

income while 

simultaneously 

supporting the 

Royal Alexandra 

Hospital 

Foundation.

“I believe very 

strongly in the 

work of the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

Foundation. The 

Lois Hole Hospital 

for Women is 

a wonderful, 

This campaign is one small way  
we can make a big impact for 
patients across northern Alberta 
and beyond and  we take great 
pride in doing so. 

Physician-Led Philanthropy
The fostering 

and support of a 

culture of giving 

are essential to the 

development of 

innovative patient 

programs, the 

purchase of  

leading-edge 

equipment and 

the provision of 

exemplary care 

that the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital 

is committed to 

delivering every  

day to Albertans.

This culture of 

giving is something 

Dr. Michael Chan 

and his wife, 

Zuleika, understand 

well. As one of 21 

cardiologists at 

the CK Hui Heart 

Centre at the 

Royal Alexandra 

Hospital, Dr. Chan 

not only provides 

outstanding care  

to patients, he and 

his family also  

give back.

“We are very  

happy to donate 

annually to the 

Royal Alexandra 

Hospital Foundation 

and the CK Hui 

Heart Centre. 

It is one way that 

we support and give 

back to the hospital 

and the community,” 

said Dr. Chan. “By 

supporting the 

foundation, we 

help push forward 

clinical innovations 

that allow the CK 

Hui Heart Centre to 

stay on the cutting-

edge of clinical and 

research activities 

that directly help 

our patients.”

Thank you, Dr. 

Chan, for not only 

providing incredible 

patient care that 

inspires patients  

and their families 

to give but also 

for your family’s 

ongoing support. 

The Gift 
of Art
Arlene Wasylynchuk 

was a prolific and 

inspirational artist. 

Born in Two Hills, 

Alberta in 1947, 

Arlene lost her 

second battle 

with cancer in 

September of 2012, 

but her spirit lives 

on in her art which 

has been exhibited 

across the world 

and found in many 

public collections 

including a 

prominent  

new display at  

the Eye Institute  

of Alberta. 

“When you ask 

people about my 

mom, they recall her 

creativity, kindness, 

generosity, strength, 

bravery and above 

all else, her spirit 

for adventure 

and for life,” said 

Arlene’s son Richard 

Wasylynchuk. “She 

was an incredible 

woman who cared 

deeply about the 

people around her.”

“We are so 

appreciative of the 

artwork that has 

been donated by 

the Wasylynchuk 

family,” said Karen 

Harris, patient 

care manager at 

the Eye Institute 

of Alberta. “I hear 

from someone 

almost daily how 

much the pieces 

have brightened the 

space and improved 

their experience at 

the clinic.”

Studies have shown 

that art plays a role 

in assisting with 

the brain’s reaction 

to pain, stress, and 

anxiety. Arlene’s 

works of art are 

not merely for 

decoration.

Patient 
Activated
Audrey Martyn has 

been a patient of 

the Eye Institute 

of Alberta for 

many years, and 

has experienced 

numerous surgeries 

in that time... 14 to 

be exact!

“I owe my vision to 

the many physicians 

and staff at the Eye 

Institute of Alberta,” 

said Martyn. “I’ve 

had a cornea 

transplant, been 

treated for cataracts 

and glaucoma and 

my mother also 

had her cornea 

transplant here.”

During each 

procedure,  

Audrey experienced 

top-level care, and 

so, was motivated 

to support the  

Eye Institute of 

Alberta in more 

ways than one.

“When I heard 

that the Institute 

was going to 

be fundraising 

for upgrades to 

improve the patient 

experience, I was 

quick to raise my 

hand to contribute 

as a patient advisor.”

“I also sit on the Eye 

Ball Gala committee 

that works to raise 

important funds and 

the profile of the 

Institute each year.”

“I believe it is 

important to 

support the 

hospitals that we 

all rely on. It is my 

sincere pleasure to 

play a small role in 

raising important 

awareness and 

funds for this 

hub of eye health 

excellence in 

northern Alberta.”  

Thank you, Audrey, 

for being such an 

active member 

of our patient 

community. Your 

support is making a 

difference at the Eye 

Institute of Alberta!

“Mom would 

be so proud to 

know that one of 

her collections is 

now playing an 

important role in the 

patient journey at 

the Eye Institute of 

Alberta.”

Thank you, Richard, 

for sharing your 

mother’s art with 

our hospital. Her 

compassionate spirit 

lives on through the 

comfort her pieces 

are providing to 

patients each  

and every day.

Painting by 
 Arlene Wasylynchuk

By supporting the 
foundation, we help 
support clinical 
innovation...

Mom would be so 
proud to know that 
one of her collections 
is now playing an 
important role in  
the patient journey
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to raise close to 

$5,000 in support 

of a seventh 

and much-

needed women’s 

operating theatre 

for obstetrical, 

gynecological and 

urogynecological 

procedures. An 

addition that 

will allow for a 

significant increase 

in surgical capacity 

at the hospital.  

“This campaign is 

one small way we 

can make a big 

impact for patients 

across northern 

Alberta and beyond, 

and we take great 

pride in doing so. 

We know that an 

additional operating 

room at the Lois 

Hole Hospital for 

Women will mean 

patients have 

access to the care 

they need even 

sooner,” said Greg 

Burns, Marketing 

Director of 

Kingsway Mall.

On behalf of all the 

patients who will 

benefit from your 

support, thank you 

Kingsway Mall for 

giving back to your 

community!

Anne Fry is an Edmonton 
area realtor, and she has 
been a friend and donor 
to the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital Foundation  
for many years.

Dr. Michael Chan, 
cardiologist at the CK Hui 
Heart Centre at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital
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